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eh xl. 2 3 Af. 4 
2 among ou. will give ear to this ?, 11e 

will bear len and hear for the time to come? 
Mo gave: Jacob for a Spoil and Iſrael to 


the Robbers? Did not the Led. be 0 
ubom We have ned? 


HE People, to whom the evange- 
cal Prophet addreſſes theſe Words, 
were as remarkable almoſt for the 
ſevere Diſpenſations and Jud gments with 
which their Backſlidings were very fre- 
quently” corrected and chaſtiſed, as for be- 
ing the Darlings and peculiar o Care of the 
Deity. The Inſtances of his Goodneſs 
to that rebellious People were particularly. 
exemplified i in the great and glorious De- 
Iiverances which he ſent amongſt them 
from Time to Time, when they ſeemed in 
al human Appearance to be drawing to- 
wards their final Ruin and Extinction: 

. | . In 


600 
In ſhort it may be affirmed of them with 
great Propriety and Truth, that we read 
pf no. People either in ſacred or prophane 
Hiſtory, who have been by turns and fo re. 
peatedly either the Buts of God's burning 
Wrath and heavy Diſpleaſure, or the Ob- 
jects of his relenting, compaſſionate and 
boundleſs 3 as Una once favourite 
Race of Men. 5 
It ſhould ſeem by theſe ins and 
very different Viciſſitudes and Trials, that 
(what from the Degeneracy of our Nature 
is but too common and .conſpicuous/in our 
Days) they. were wont to look upon their 
Reſt, Proſperity. and Affluence as the Re- 
ſolt of their own Worth and Acquires 
ments; and conſequently were unmindful 
of the great Fountain from whence thoſe 
inyaluable Bleſſings were derived. Hence 
their provoking. Rebellions againſt God and 
his Truth ; hence thoſe unpardonable Re- 
lapſes into the Errors and Idolatry, the a- 
bandon d Debaucheries and Exceſs of the 
Heathens round about them. Like un- 
toward, diſobedient and refractory Chil- 
dren, they ſpurned at and contemned the 
k ' © whole- 
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(7) 
wholeſome and advantageous Inſtructions 
and Precepts of the indulgent Parent, till 
they were watned of their Ingratitude and 
Miſtake by the impending Rod. 45. 
It may further and very juſtly be pre- 
ſumed from the Words of the Text, that 
4 they neglected to offer up due Honour 
and Praiſe to the Deity for his Mercies and 
Deliverances, ſo they alſo attributed their 
frequent Difgraces and Reproach to ſecon- 
dary Cauſes! or to caſual Events. They 
might imagine perhaps, that if this or that 
Meaſure had been purſued in the Manner 
t had been at firſt concerted and judiciouſly 
ſchemed, the Event would have been ſuit- 
ably ſucceſsful, and have been anſwerable 
to their moſt ſanguine Expectations: Un- 
mindful of thoſe Acts of Piety and ſincere 
Repentance as would doubtleſs have en- 
gaged the Lord of Hoſts in their Quarrel 
and Defence, they preſumed altogether on 
their own Strength and Abilities. Of this 
their miſtaken Conduct one may well 


imagine our Prophet was aware, when he 
calls upon them in theſe preſſing and ener- 
pic Words to recollect (what their Pride, 
ſelf- - 
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(8) 
ſelf-fufficiency and inconceivable Infatuation 
made them unmindful of) that their Sins, 
their: repeated Sins and Idolatry were the 
fatal and only Cauſe why Jacob was given 
up for. a Prey and Iſrael into the hands of the 
Robbers ; the Miniſters of the ſecret Coun- 
cils, of the Vengeance and nn > 
their: offended God. 

And leſt the Importance of the fatal Truth 
he reminds them of ſhould not make a ſuffi- 
cient Impreſſion on their ſtupified and ob- 
durate hearts, he exhorts them to attend to 
that particular Senſation, by which external 
Images and Sounds are conveyed to the 
Brain, the Seat and Receptacle of Unider- 
ſtanding and Reflection, much after 'the 
ſame Manner and doubtleſs with the ſame 
Intent. and Emphaſis, in which our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour addreſſed himſelf to the 
Multitude, when enforcing any particulat 
Precept or Doctrine of the utmoſt Import- 
ance, he cries out, He that hath Ears to 
hear, let bim bear. . 

It may further alſo and very Ee 
be obſerved, that the inſpired '- Penman 
makes uſe of Interrogatories in his Appeal 
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ee Pops; to which he himſelf imme- 
diately and without the leaſt Heſitation re- 
turns an Anſwer in the ſame way, which 
makes it plain and ſelf-evident; that the 
Judgments he alludes to were Facts ſo well 
known, and had been ſo ſenſibly and ſevere- 
ly felt, as to admit of no * or Diſ- 

("- 13-85 
= dee you this ſhort and T truſt 
neceſſary: Illuſtration of my Text, it is next 
incumbent on me to ſhew how ſimilar and 
applicable the Words of it are, to our pre - 
ſent unfortunate Circumſtances and Times, 
and I ſhall not heſitate to pronounce with 
the Prophet, that it is the Lord has brought 
theſe evils upon us, he againſt whom we have 
fined, and ſhall conclude with the wiſe 
King Solomon, that it is Righteouſneſs alone - 
that exalteth a Nation, and that Sin is 4 * 
proach to any People. F101: 
And of this the Legiflature a . 
ſectly ſenſible and apprized, for it is by 
their very laudable Piety and Wiſdom that 
we ate this Day conveen'd to confeſs our 
Trauſgreſſions, and make Atonement for 
our: Ns and to humble ourſelves in Sack- 
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dlotk and! Aſhes before: the Almighty, to 
implote him to ſhane us bis Pruple, and not to 
give a / bis Heritage ta furkber: Reproagh, nor 
ſuſſer them te. ſaꝝ ampg/l,, the Nations where 
is their. Cu but that being entreated by 
our ſincete Humiliation and Prayers, be avill 
be jealous forthe Praſperity of this Land, and 
will pity bis People, and will drive their Ene- 
mies into a Land barren and dejolate,. where 
their Stink ſpall come up, and their ill Saveur 
all come up, for their having waritonly 
broke through and — . 
the Peace pf. our Jeriſalem. 4 
That theſe very — very deft 
able Ends may be obtein'd, it will he ab- 
ſolutely requiſite that I ſhould lay before 
you a very black, but alas l a o true ani 
humiliating Catalogue af thoſe: crying and 
enormous Sins which overflow this Land 
and in which (in ſome degree or othet 
moſt Ranks and Claſſes of Menare unhappily 
engaged, moſt 1 it -be.: for eyety: 
individual amongſt us, if upon being te- 
minded of, they abſolutely. forſake: thak 
vices. whoſe-complication:. and Repetitigs! 
n. me Anget of. en 
N mighty; 


ee 


6.9 
mighty happy; Lay will it he for them 
who unfeignedly ſhall thus contribute theit 
ſhire to the aboliſſſing the national Depra- 
vity and Corruption i Fhe only and ſute 
Means of reconciling of ourſelves again to 
our God, and of making this Ilaud; what 
it natur ally ſhould be, er 
an lmdtorious. eng 
er the; 1 * fatal 

Deprayity of the Times; Infidelity, and Irre - 
tion are undoubtedly foremoſt, for in no 
cee chat we read of ſince Chtiſtianity was 
fully eſtabliſh'd was Atheiſm and Infidelity 
(ich are indeed almoſt ſynominous 
wordt) o publicly and openly profeſs'd and 
avow!d;' never was Religion and ũts Truths 
fo bart facedly attack d or impudently ridi- 
culed; and every thing which is calculated 
to correct our Natures, and to meliorate and 
amend our Manners repreſented by a ſet of 
Monſters, (ſhall I not call them rather than 
Men, ) as the mean Inventions af Axtifice or 
Prieſt-craft;: what baneful iuſſuence ſuch: 
bold Aſſertions have had on the Morals. and 
Behaviour of the gay and unthinking Part 
of f\ oun Species the untimely: Ende and the 
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(72) 
abandon'd lives of a Number of Profligates 


bear witneſs; for if once the feat of God 
and a due regard to his Precepts be buniſtid 


from amongſt Men, what human Laws cat 


be ſufficient, what Penalties will reſtraih 
them? When men can bring themſelves to 
think there is no God, all their Care and 
Concern will then be to lay Snares in ſo pri- 
vate and artful a Manner as that no Man 
ſhall ſee them, and the ſacred ties of Na- 
ture and Humanity will be broke through 
and violated n nn eee 


a Reſerve. W1iik 


IIdly. In the next Class to thoſe who 
own neither God nor Religion, I muſt rank 
thoſe who by profeſſing too much pre- 
tended zeal, manifeſtly and very ſenſibly 
injure them both. The Perſons I would 
denote, are a ſet of either real or feign'd 
Enthufaſts, who have endeavour'd of late 
Vears to make an unwarrantable Sch iſm in 
the Church, and one might conjecture, 
without any breach of Charity, that they 
would not be leſs 'backward in fomenting 
diviſions alſo in the States if a proper oppor- 
tunity ſhould offer, ſince ſome of -their fas 
vourite Tenets ayowedly tally with the 


explod- 
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exploded Errors of he Church of None. 
The Appearance of theſe Men who mate 
tbemſelues Priol from the — of tbe Res- 
ple, and are not of \the Tribe of Levi; cannot 
but. remind thoſe: who are a little read in 
Hiſtory; of thoſe Searies which abounded 
about a Century ago, and which contri- 
buted not à little to increaſe the Broils and 
Confuſions of that unhappy Period. How 
far the like pernicious Scheme may again 
be carrying on 4 choſen Emi ſſaries, Rome, 
the fruitful Inventreſs of every artful Ma- 
chination to divide and and diſtreſs us, can 
alone determine. But to leave theſe Men, 
whoſe Impoſtures and Deſigns it is tobe 
hoped, are now in a great meaſure Mgt into 
and expoſed. 
IId. Let us turn our Thoughts and Con- 
ſideration, a while on others, who though 
ſound, ' upright and orthodox perhaps in 
their Principles, yet fall ſhamefully ſhort in 
their Practice, by an uncommon Diſregard 
and Breach of the Lord's Day. A Sin this 
which the Holy One of fuel cannot, will 
not doubtleſs paſs over untegarded or un- 
puniſhed 3 his Threatnings on that Head 


Were 
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«particular, puſſti ad u ſe vers / cue thin 
i Sulbarbs, ſays dhe Lord to che rebe lO. 
ee by his Prophet Exe, to he u Sign 
aer me and pben, that rhey mig br! Andle 
A un tbe Lori that ſantliſ them li. 
Ar deſmiſcd my Judgment umd greatly oil. 
Aated my Sabbaths, then I aid I unαν,, pu- 
out y Fury upon thin to arrumliſb niy Alu. 
ger ugninſ them. Who can hehr att ft. 
riouſly attend to theſe: tremendous and tei- 
-riying Expreſſions, and not inſtnly re ſoli 

that this crying Sin ſhall not longer be" laid 
to His Charge. Pis much to- be fenrei 
nevertheleſs, "my beloved, that the abomi- 
nable Breach of this ſingle Command his 
contributed no little to our public Cala 
mitieã and Diſtreſt God has in Part with 
drawix the Light of his Countenance from 
tus, and vouchſafes not in fore: late” In- 
ſſtances, and as Hefetofore 2 |go:forth with 
our Gal. Twilb be in vain and to little 
Nurpoſe to lay the blatne of our late Mil- 
carriages on this dr that unfortunate" and 
aunforeſcen Bvent, ame wehbearktn and give 
ar for-the Time ro rome td thele;Monitions 
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of, aur offended God. F or. to A the Bre 
prelñon of a great but defeated Prince. after 


he 0 $ of very important, and dec 
i Cad a n. char gi ves the Her 
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at. the lame time that we 
on — the utmgſt Sorrow, and Contri- 
tipp that our Sins have been the principal 
Cauſe and Inlet ef our national: Diſap- 
ppintments, let us give God Thanks, and 
da Juſtice ta theſe few 4rave'. and: daumtlſi 
Warriors, who have valiantly; ſtood in the 
Gap, and in Part wiped off our otherwiſæa 
uicommon; Diſhondur and Reproach; leav- 
ing others who-- have not, to all Appear- 
ace: behaved with the ſame noble Spirit 
and Reſolution, to the Impartiality of their 
Judges, and the final Determinations of my 
Throne.):; Rage 
IVch. We may alt one n rnd 
more -of the. Degeneracy of the preſent. 
Times to the preceding ones, namely; that- 
the Hoſpitakity we had always beer com 
plimented and famous for amongſt neigh- 
bouring Nations, has i in-a late Inſtance been 
t into an inhuman Ferocity and 
— Savage 


. 
which does great Diſhonour to a 
civilized | People, by refuſing Wartnth and 


Shelter-in a moſt inclement Seaſon, to our 
moſt natural and faithful Auxiliaries, who 


8 


and at a Time when others leſs faithful to 
our Cauſe and Intereſts, and tho' bound 
by Treaties, and the yet ſtronger Ties of 
Gratitude, had hamefully: forſaken us, 
How greatly is-the Guilt and Ingratitude of 
this inhuman Act heightened by the ob- 
vious Conſideration, that theſe gallant Al- 
lies (ta whom the contemptuous Name of 
Mercenaries has been deſignedly affixed) 
have bravely fought in Conjunction with 
our national Troops under the victorious 
Banners of our WARLIK E KING at the me- 
motable Field of Dettingen, and appeared 
with no leſs Glory, tho not altogether equal. 
Succeſs with them, under the Command of 
our Roy AL BBITIs n Ho, at the ob- 
ſtinately diſputed Plains of Fontenoy and 
Val. Had theſe Facts been thoroughly, 
weighed, inſtead of taking an unjuſt Um- 
brage at theſe faithful Friends, (I ſhould 
do them Aale, were I to give them a 
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had been called upon in our abſolute Need, 


„„ 
leſs emphatical Name) we ought to have 
rejoiced that they were in Conjunction 
with our own brave and national Troops 
pitched upon to repel thoſe Invaders,” in the 
Blood of whoſe encroaching Countrymen 
many of theirs, as well as of our own'va- 
liant Blades, had been gloriouſly ſtain' d 
How mortifying a Circumſtance muſt it 
not have been to a Prince who has pre- 
ſerv'd and cheriſhed all his People Ide the 
apple of” an Eye, to ſee ſome of his faithful 
Subjects fo inhumanly maltreated by others 
without ' any apparent Cauſe, or ar leaſt on 
a moſt trifling and infignificant Pretence ] 
A PRINcE I ſay, who has the juſteſt Claim 
to our higheſt Veneration and Eſteem. 
For if a neighbouring Potentate (who is as 
arbitrary and abſolute over his Subjects 
from his Bed of Juſtice, as our gracious 
Sovereign is conſpicuouſly mild and indul- 
gent from his Throne of Equity) has yet 
been honoured with the Title of Well- 
beloved, can a grateful People heſitate one 
Moment to beſtow the juſt Title of Bxsr- 
BELOVED on GEORGE the Second ,who has 


been at one and the ſame Time both the 
C De- 
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Dellverer, the dnn end Ne of hi 
Prone; . f 
5. There is one notorious, an national 
Vice more which muſt not be paſſed over 
unnoticed and uncenſured ; a Vice beaſtly 
in itſelf, and which has been the fatal Inlet 
of many other enormous ones; I mean, 
that Avidity and craving Paſſion, which ha 
indeed prevailed moſt. on the loweſt Cla 
of our People, for a ſpirituous, flow, bu 
yet deadly: Poiſon : how many poor Fami- 
lies have been brought to Miſery and Want 
of Bread and Raiment by the ſhameful In- 
dulgence of this temporary Delirium, for 
doubtleſs when the Blood and Spirits are 
raiſed and , inflamed to an + uncommon 
Height, and Reaſon is baniſhed and over- 
whelmed by reiterated Draughts of this li- 
quid Fire, the animal and unthinking Parts 
prevail, and Men are fitly prepared to per- 
petrate the moſt daring and audacious 
Crimes. To the Charge of this one Ar- 
ticle of Intemperance may be equitably laid 
the greateſt Number of thoſe Murders, 
Robberies, and inferior Villainies of the 
like Sort, with which Society has been i in- 

feſted 
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. (9) 
felted and diſtteſſed: It will be owing to 
this intoxicatin g Luxury amongſt the poorer 
Sort, that their Deſcendants are likely to be 


enervated, puny, and conſumptive, far un- 


like the hardy Race of —_ robuſt An- 
ceſtors. . 

6. Tho' * I am bony to mention 
cannot properly be termed ſinful, yet in my 
humble Opinion it borders upon it, more 
eſpecially at this Juncture, and is another 
great Token of the Depravity and Corrup- 
tion of our Manners; I mean, the being 
ſo paſſionately fond of the Fopperies and 
Faſhions of the People, we yet affect and 
would be thought in general to deſpiſe a 
Paſſion which has nothing laudable or po- 
pular to recommend it to our Choice! fince 
it manifeſtly diſcountenances our own Ma- 
nufactures, occaſions ' a contraband and 
clandeſtine Trade, and encourages and 
ſupports thoſe, whom according to the 
Rules of Prudence and good Policy we 
ought to uſe every poſſible and fair Means 
to diſtreſs. What ſtrange Infatuation is it 
owing to, that that alone ſhould be termed 
TOs WIRD in many Inſtances is both 

C 2 taſte- 
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taſteleſs and detrimental ! One would ima- 
gine by its ſpreading and Prevalence that 
People had been ſeiz d with the one and the 
fame Delirium Surely this low aping of 
a Nation thus ſervilely, muſt give them a 
mean and contemptible Notion of us, and 
may induce them to imagine it may be no 
ſuch hard Matter to conquer thoſe, whom 
their Efeminacies have already i in part ſub- 
dued. 

After this ſhort Enumeration of ſome of 
the principal and general Evils and Depra- 
vities of the Times, I muſt now and in 
Courſe addreſs myſelf more particularly to 
you, and take leave, my Beloved, to exa- 
mine ſeriouſly and minutely into the State 
and Condition you yourſelves are in, and 
muſt call upon you therefore to- enquire, 
without Prepoſſeſſion or Partiality, how 
far yourſelves have contributed to the In- 
creaſe of the general Corruption by the 
Neglect of your known Duties to God, your 
Neighbours and yourſelves, and by the un- 
warrantable Gratifications of your unre- 
ſtrained and illegal Practices and Paſſions , 
and if you are as ingenuous and as upright 
| „ 
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621) 
in this Enquiry as you ought to be, you 
will find, I fear, but too much juſt reaſon 
to be diffatisfied with your Condition, and 
to condemn your paſt Conduct. and Deport-. 
ment in the above cited Particulars ; for 
may it not be juſtly laid to the Charge of 
too, too many, that they have been inex- 
cuſably remiſs in the Duties they owe to 
God as his Creatures and Dependants, that 
they have violated his Precepts, poluted his 
Sabbaths, and wholly diſregarded his Sa- 
craments ; that they have frequently call'd 
upon his great and awful Name in the 
moſt blaſphemous Manner on trifling Oc- 
caſions, and with the moſt dreadful im- 
precations on themſelves and other Men ; 
that they have neglected to practiſe that 
Purity and Temperance which he expects 
from rational Beings, to wallow and wan- 
ton in baleful Exceſſes and Intemperance. 
2. With regard to their Conduct to- 
wards their Neigbours, may not Numbers 
be aſked, whether they have made the 
golden and comprehenſive Rule of chri- 
ſtian Charity the Guide and Baſis of their 
Intercourſe and Dealings with their Bre- 
thren; whether they have done all that 
was in their Power to guard and protect 
N | | their 
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their Properties from Violence and Injuſ. 
tice; whether they have rejoiced with them 
in their proſperous Joys, or mourned with 
them as being ſenſibly touch d with their. 
Afflictions; whether they have reſcued 
their injured Names and Characters from 
undeſerved Contumely and Reproach ; in 
ſhort, whether they have treated them in 
the ſame Manner and in all Reſpects as 
they. would be content to be dealt with in 
the like Circumſtances themſelves? I a 
prehend that too many muſt be obliged to 
plead guilty, or return very unſatisfactory 
Anſwers to ſeveral of theſe Queries. For 
inſtead of protecting, do not many as it 
were glory and pride themſelves in preying 
upon and over-xeaching of others? Do not 
many envy and repine at thoſe proſperous 
Events which they cannot prevent or equal, 
and do they not frequently triumph and ex- 
ult when others are viſited with Trials and 
Adverſity? and whilſt ſome, like Job's pre- 
tended Friends, are buſy Forgers of Lies and 
 Phyficians of no Value (to make uſe of his 
own Expreſſion on that Occaſion) do not 
others endeavour to complete the Ruin of 
their good Names and Character, by an 
artful Suppreſſion of the Truth, ar by fil 
meaner Prevarications and Surmiſe ? In 
ſhort, ſo far departed are Numbers from 
obſerving our bleſſed Lord and Maſter's 
poſitive Command of doing to others as they 
Woutd be done by, that in the general Tenor 
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(49) 1 
of their Conduct th ey may rather be Ed 
and compared with Savages than Men. 
Z. To ſhew you, my Brethfen, that 
Numbers of you N both injured and im- 
poſed miſerably on rege I ſhall need 
baly to make a 2 Appeal to your own 
Conſciences. Theſe will witneſs that you 
have been: often en aged in Actions, againſt 
which theſe kind Monitors would have 
warned you, had you attended to their 
Call-; and have reproached you with the 
Guilt upon the Commiſſion of' hem. They 
will bear teſtimony that when convinced 
and convicted of your Errors and Miſtakes 
before this ſecret but unerting Tribunal, 
you have broke through all your Promiſes 
and Reſolves, to return again ſhamefully 
like the greedy Dog to bis nauſeous Vomit, and 
like the unclean Sow towallowing in the Mire. 
Let me prevail with you for once to give 
Glory to the Truth and to acknowledge, 
that you have frequently erred in your Lives 
and Converſations, not ſo much out of Ig- 
norance and Surpriſe as out of deliberate 
and premeditated Corruption; that you 
Parte ſome Duties, have omitted the 
ractice of others, and have (contrary to 
the great Apoſtle's Method) conferred with 
Bleſh and Blood rather than given Attention to 
be quickned by the Spirit. 
. Theſe are bard 1 ings, may ſome ſay, 
who can bear - them? and would rather 
have us with the unthinking and im- 
penitent 1 of old, that: we ſhould not 
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opheſy! ngs, but” ſpeak etifo then 
iy ge 25 and. propheſy! Deceits : But 
fas be it from us to proſtitute our Office 
and Miniſtry to ſuch. baſe Purpoſes, but 
| ſhall rather endeavour, however unpleaſant 
or diſtaſteful the Experiment may be, to 
probe into and eradicate the. Gangrene of 
your Souls. And fince we have thus made 
. uſe of (the Terrors of the Lord to perſuade Men, 
[ora us now with equal Sincetity and 
h, my Beloved, to addreſt to you this 
p athetic 7 earneſt 8 of the 
Pro urn ye, turn eu 
2 ot why Gill ye 470 Houſe 2 
Being authoriſed at the ſame time to declare 
to every one that ſhall thus truly turn unn 
the Lord; that he will have mercy, upon bin, 
and that 'our God will aden pur du. 
And if theſe holy Diſpoſitions ſhould from 
this Day rn univerſally prevail, we 
may then flatter ourſelves - 
. God will be intreated for thi 
intel Land, and will again go forth uit 
our Fleet, and Armies, and that eur Garner. 
Hall again be full of all | Manner of Stores, 
that: the ſucceeding Campaign will be 6 
ſacceſsfully and vigarouſly purſued as to 
make our Enemies tired of a War, which 
their  Encroachments and Inſolence has 
brought upon them; that a gloribus and 
laſting. Peace will ſucceed the Concluſion of 
it, — that the Diadem of our gratious So- 
vereign will flouriſh and ſhine with yet 
greater Glory on his ILLusTRIOUS HEAD: 
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